Teatro de la Luna

al mejor estilo latinoamericano

with the best Latin American flavor

4020 Georgia Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20011 ● (202) 882-6227 ● Fax: (202) 291-2357

Press Release




             

      Contacto: Nucky Walder

September 22, 2003




            
      Tel: 202-882-6227

WHAT:

Manteca / Lard by Alberto Pedro Torriente (Cuba)

WHERE:

Teatro de la Luna, Gunston Arts Center – Theatre Two




2700 S. Lang Street, Arlington, VA  22206

WHEN:

October 17 – November 15, 2003




Thursdays, Friday, Saturdays 8pm




Saturday Matinees

3pm (no matinee Oct. 18)

TICKETS:

Fri., Sat. evenings


$25 adults
$20 Seniors/Students




Thurs. evenings, Sat. mat.

$18 adults
$15 Seniors/Students




Sat. Oct. 18 (Night of ‘La Luna’)
$35 General Admission




20% Discount for Prepaid Groups of 10 or more

ADD’L INFO.:
● Live English dubbing available at all performances




● Childcare Saturday matinees with 24 hour advance reservation




● Post-Performance Discussions every Friday Night with invited Guest Hosts




● Ample Free Parking
THE BEST MODERN CUBAN DRAMA
PREMIERES AT TEATRO DE LA LUNA 

TEATRO DE LA LUNA, announces the opening of its 13th season, “…Dreamwalking…” with the production of Manteca / Lard by Alberto Pedro Torriente, one of the greatest Cuban playwrights now living.  Manteca opens October 17 at the Gunston Arts Center – Theatre Two in Arlington, Virginia, and runs until November 15 with performances Thursdays through Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and Saturday matinees at 3:00 p.m.  Tickets are $25 for adults/$20 for students and seniors for Friday and Saturday evening performances; $18 for adults/$15 for students and seniors Thursday evenings and Saturday matinees.  Our traditional “Noche de Luna” press night and opening reception will be on Saturday, October 18, and will cost $35 for general admission.
– MORE –
– 2 –
About the Play:  Possibly the most famous Cuban dramatic comedy of the past decade, Manteca’s theme touches on the current Cuban social structure and economic situation.  It is a snapshot of the lives of three siblings with very different personalities and political leanings living together.  It is New Year’s Eve as the brothers and sister begin a new year and a new life while arguing about another’s life and possible execution.
About the Playwright:  Alberto Pedro Torriente (born 1954) is an actor, poet and playwright.  Among other works, he has written Weekend in Bahía, Desamparado/Forsaken, Delirio Habanero/Havanna Delirium, Mar Nuestro/Our Sea and El Banquete Infinito/Infinite Banquet.  Together with Miriam Lezcano he began the Teatro Mío, which has staged the majority of his plays.
About the Director:  Cuban national Harold Ruíz is one of the most accomplished young Spanish-language actors and/or directors in the United States today.  Well recognized for his complex and thoughtful characterizations in El Burlador de Sevilla/The Trickster of Seville, La Verdad Sospechosa/Suspected Truth and El Lugar Ideal/Ideal Place at GALA Hispanic Theater locally, Mr. Ruiz is also a strong director, as was evidenced at Catholic University in his direction of Parece Blanca/She Looks White.  Having Mr. Ruíz as Manteca’s director – as well as one-third of its cast – will ensure the Cuban flavor to this very Cuban play.
About the Actors:  Beside Harold Ruíz, who interprets the role of Celestino, two other well-known local Latino artists take part in Manteca.  Leslie Yáñez, who performed in Raíces Cubanas/Cuban Roots, La Dama Boba/The Silly Lady and La Verdad Sospechosa/Suspected Truth at GALA Hispanic Theater, and Los Sirvientes/The Servants and in E’… – both at Teatro de la Luna – plays the role of Dulce.  Peter Pereyra, who has been seen on Teatro de la Luna’s stage in Hágase la Mujer/Let ThereBe Woman, El Invitado/Houseguest and El Gran Deschave/The Cat’s Out of the Bag – as well as in several plays for children – will take on the role of Pucho.
– MORE –
– 3 –
In addition to performances at Gunston Arts Center – Theater 2, Manteca will be performed at the University of Richmond in October as a part of their curricula of Cuban literature and drama, and at the University of Maryland Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center in College Park, Maryland in April, 2004.
About Teatro de la Luna:  Founded in 1991 in response to the growing Hispanic community and with the ambition of providing theater in Spanish “al mejor estilo latinoamericano” (with the best Latin American flavor), Teatro de la Luna is now in its 13th season.  Celebrating Hispanic artistic traditions and cultures, Teatro de la Luna promotes the diversity of Latino theater,
including Cuban theater.  During its 2003-2004 season, “…Dreamwalking…”, it is dedicated to lifting its audiences above the everyday into a realm of dreams, both delightful and disturbing.


Teatro de la Luna also has the mission of bridging the cultural divide between the Spanish- and non-Spanish-speaking members of our society.  To this end we offer live simultaneous English interpretation at all our performances and live translations during our Friday evening post-performance discussions.

INFO & RESERVAS: 202-882-6227 o 703-548-3092

Email: info@teatrodelaluna.org       
 
www.teatrodelaluna.org
Teatro de la Luna is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization, 501 (c)(3) and receives the generous support of:

Arlington County Cultural Affairs Division, Arlington Commission for the Arts, Virginia Commission for the Arts,

Instituto de México, private foundations, corporations, and individual donors.
–  END –
Note to the Press: Two courtesy tickets are reserved in your name.  


To claim them, please call the number below.





You are welcome during our ‘Noche de Luna/Night of La Luna’ 


on Saturday, October 18, or whenever you wish to come.




















